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(57) The method and apparatus of the present 
invention permit the automated distribution of 
an electronic document to a preselected list of 
recipients. A selected document is identified 
and a document profile is selected or created, 
including an identification of the technical or 
functional area disclosed within that document. 
An examination of the document profile is then 
utilized to determine a preselected group of 
recipients and the document is automatically 
transmitted to those recipients. In one embodi- 
ment of the present invention, the creator of 
each document is prompted to select one or 
more functional areas from a predetermined iist 
of functional areas during the creation of a 
document. In still another embodiment, the 
functional area of a document is automatically 
established in response to an examination of 
the department number, division, building, 
laboratory group, et cetera associated with the 
creator or creators of the document. 
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BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

Technical Field . ■■* - ' : ' ' !l f ' c ' '-/■ - 

v The present 'invention relates in geheralto an 
improved data'processing systenr'arid in particular to 
a'rne'thod'and system for automatically distributing an 
electronic document within a data processing system. 
Still more particularly, the present invention relates to 
a method arid system for r automatically distributing an 
electronic document within a data processing system 
inVesporise to a determination- of a functional area 
associated wWsaiddocumehtv*- " 1 

Description of the Related'Art ' : c ■ ?.* 

r The modern electronic ; bfTice is rapidly supplant- 
ing and replacing many aspects of the traditional 
paper office. Modern office sy sterns utilize electronic - 
mail, 'voice mail, centralized databases, and other ' - 
forms of electronic communication to decrease the-' : 
amount of so-called "float" encountered in a tra-' r * 
ditional paper society; By' utilizing electronic mail it isf \ ' 
possible for a document to be. simultaneously trans-' ' 
mitted to multiple recipients at various points around^ 
the World. ' .••■■-:< c--: 

Despite the advent of widespread electronic com- 
munication, selected activities witffin the traditional - 
paper office have been difficult to implement in arV 1 
electronic society. Tor exam pie, the v distribution of 
electronic documents in J known electronic offices 
must be accomplished by manually entering a desired 
list of recipients and thereafter transmitting the elec- • 
tronic document to the listed" recipients. Groups of 
desired recipients may" be preselected and listed 
together;' however,' manual Selection of a group of 
recipients is still required. u ' - r ' 

in selected applications it is often desirable to* 1 * 
automatically transmit an electronic document to a ; - 
predetermined list of recipients; For example/inven- 
tion disclosure documents must 1 generally be- 
evaluated to determine whether or Yiot the invention * 
described" therein merits the filing of a patent appli- 
cation, a publication of the materiarcontained therein 
or the closing bf the file which contains the disclosure, 
in such instances, it is necessary and desirable tb : 
transmit these'ihvention'disclosure documents to one 1 
or mbre skilled evaluators who are knowledgeable W : 
a specific functional area; 'in order to obtain an accu- ; 
: rate i evalu^tib'ti."* . ' 

In additiorl to invention disclosures many corn-- 
panies now encourage employees to' submit written 
suggestions tb cufcos^'b'r otherwise improve the effi- : 
ciency of the company. These'suggestions must also 
be routed to" one or'rnbre skilled evaluatbrs for 
appraisal. ' ■ ' 

If should therefdre be apparent that stneed exists^ 
for a method and system whereby -electronic docu-' 



ments stored within a data processing system may be 
: automatically distributed to a preselected list of reci- 

• c »t pients..-" ■> . i . ■ • - w ■ . ■ . 

5 SUMMARY OF THE INVENf ION 

It is therefore one object of the present invention 
to provide an improved data processing system. 
It is another object of the present invention to pro- 
.yo vide an improved data processing system which per- 
- ' mitsirthe .. automated distribution * of an electronic 

• documenUwithrn.the data processing system. 
! Ums yet another.object of the present invention to 

provide" an improved data processing system which 
15 permits the .automated distribution of an electronic 
' -""document in accordance with a stored indication of 
the functional area of that document. v '. 

The foregoing objects are achieved as is now 
; i . • .described. The method and apparatus of the present 
20 f invention permit the automated distribution of an elec- 

• ,?tromc document to a-preselected-li$t of recipients. A 
: selected document is identified and a ^document pro- 
; ' .vfile-isrselected or created,. including an-identification 

• u- of the" technical orfunctional; area disclosed within that 
25 ^document. An examination -of the. document profile is 

:•: •> then utilized to determine.a preselected group of reci- 
^pients aRd'the document israutomatically transmitted 
- 1 u to those recipients. Intone embodiment of the present 
n invention, the creator of each document is prompted 
30 to select one or more functional areas from a predeter- 
< vc * mined list ofcfuncttonal areas during the creation of a 
. j:document/ln still another embodiment, the functional 
area of a document is automatically established in 
?..;!>■ responses an -examination of -the department num- 
• y 35 r ^ber;- 'division^ building,, laboratory .group, et cetera 
^ 1 ^associated witht the/creator or, creators of the docu- 
•• i ::-o-tme"rft ^ gv-^vch; X . - ■ . - 

< 1 BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF.THE DRAWINGS 

" The novel features believed. characteristic of the 
-invention are set forth in the appended claims. The 
invention itself however, as well as a preferred mode 
of use, further objects and advantages thereof, will 
-best be 1 understood by reference to the following 
detailed description' of an illustrative embodiment 
-'V.'hen Tead in conjunction with the accompanying 
v* *£ ; drawings, wherein- «c 

Figure 1-as a pictorial representation of a distri- 
50--- '* buted data processing, system which may be 
: - 1 utilized ! ;to implement the method of the present 
- "■ f invention; ; . ■ .' 

' 'Figure 2 is a high-level flow. chart depicting the 
^ ' r creation- of an electronic invention disclosure 
'^5*j --document which maybe automatically distributed 
' in accordance, with the method and apparatus of 
1 ' " ; & the present invention; 

i Figure 3* is a high level flow chart depicting the 
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automatic distribution of an electronic invention 
. disclosure documerlt .which was-' created in 
accordance with the method and apparatus-of the 
present invention; 

Figures 4A ^ahd 4B depict pictorial represen-,- 
tations of computer screens which may be utilized 
- to prompt a computer user to create an invention : 
disclosure document and to- select a functional- 
area identification in accordance with the method . 
and apparatus of the.presentinvention; and 
Figure '5-- -is a high- level flowchart-depicting the-' 
automatic determination of afunctional area id en- : 
tifi cation mi accordance, with the method and 
: apparatus of the present invention, ■ 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENT - * • 
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' With referencelnow to the figures and in particular < 
with reference to Figure* 1, there as depicted a pictorial?.,- 
representation of r a .data, processing system 8 which, 
may 'be' utilized ' to. implement the method of the pre- y 
sent'invefttitsn); As may be. seervdafca -processing sysy 
tern 8^may include .a plurality/ of; networks, such as 
Local Area Networks i(LAN} 10 and 32^each of which. - 
preferably ihch/des^a plurality ofe individual computers 
1 2 and 30, fe$pectivety::0f course^thosei .skilled in the : 
art will appreciate that a^pturality ^Intelligent Work 
Stations ! (iWS)-cduplextto:arhost,processor may be^ 
utilised for each suchnetworkv o v.. •>* . ; - . ic 
* " r As is cornmon ^in siichidata processing systems,,- , 
each individual computer may be couptetf to a storage.., : 
device 14 and/or a; printer/output devise 16. One o£ ? , 
more sucrf'*stonage< devices ,147*mayq t b9 utilized, wj 
accordance with thewethbd of tfce.present invention*, 
tostore the various do cuments^wMcmmay be period-, 
ically accessed, processed and/or transmitted by a 
user within data processing system 8, and thereafter 
distributed* in ^accordance with the method of the pre- c 
sent invention. 

■ In a manner well known in the^pri-br art, each sucrn 
dotument may be stored; within a storage device >4.: 
which is associated with a Resource Manager or Lib* , 
rary. Service, which is responsible foe maintaining and., 
updating all' documents associated therewith*: 

- Still referring to Figure 1 , it may; be seen that data 
processing network ( 8 also include multiple central; 
computer systems, such as central computer system 
18, which may be preferably coupled to Local Area 
Network- {LAN)- 10 by means ofcommunicatipns link 
22. In the preferred^embodiment, central computer * Vf 
system 18 is an IBM System/370, although other corrH 
puter systems; such: asc an IBM Application Sys* t %v: ; ;; 
tem/400 or PS/2 1 could also vbe -used. In additiQn, ;t) four 
central computer system. 1 8 is not necessary, if onepp , r - 55 
more local area networks are sufficient to connect all 
desired users. Central computer systemJS may also . 
be coupted to a storage device 20 which may also 



server, as- re/note .-storage for . Local .Area Network 
(LAN) 1 0. Similarly, Local Area Network (LAN) 1 0 may 
be coupled via communications link 24 through a sub- 
system control unit/ communications controller 26 
and communications link 34 Jo gateway server 28. 
, , gateway .server r28 is . preferably an individual com- 
,.<^puter or. Interactive Work, Station (IWS).which serves 
- 1 : ; : tp jink Locaj Area Network (L/\ N) 3 2 to Local Area Net- 
•;;.!^ AvorMO suclrthat electronic; ma it messages may be 
'to. easily .transmitted, and .received betweeri .individuals 
; > within either network. , , .> .., 
. r :u)r As d iscussedr above .with respect, to Local Area 
Network (LAN) 3.2 and.^qqa)'^^ (LAN) 10 - 

a plurality of documents may be stored within storage 
15 device 20 and controlled : py central cpnriputer system 
18, as Resource Manager or Library Service for the 
, , .documents thus .stored. .Of course, those skilled in the 
y ... art that cer>tral ; com puter system 18 may l?e located a 
.great geographical distance from Local Area Network 
. (l^N) : 10:and : simjlarly Local Area Network (LAN) 10 
- may be lopated a substantialjdistance from Local Area 
Net\vork (LAN) 32: That is.Local Area Network (LAN) 
. 32 may be located .in California, while.Local Area Net- 
_ work (LAfcl) .10 may., be located in texejs and central 
computer system 1 8,raav be : lpcated in New York. 

As will be appreciated upon. reference to the 
: foregoing, it is .often desirable for- users within one por- 
tion of distributed data processing network 8 to be 
t abie to create or select a document for transfer to 
\ other, users within data processing network 8, This is 
;-".;-3 c generally ^ accomplished utilizing any suitable 
j-, software, application which permits documents, notes 
;oe r ii < ir°Jp pther i; collections of data to be transmitted or 
:c.;o-;G* ! received .^throughput data processing network 8. 
;;35 ; - r . Examples; of such applications are PRpFS, OfficeVi- 
::uc , |f f sion v or, QMS note facility .used by^lBM computers. In 
the case of invention disclosure. documents or other 
similar document?, the method and apparatus of the 
^present ^invention will permiran electronic corrobor- 
-.atiqn .qf.jsuch documents tq.be obtained at a subse- 
t .quent time. 

: Referrin&npw to Figure 2, there is depicted a high 
leve,t flow: chart which illustrates the creation of an 
. electronic, inventipn. disf lpsure document which may 
be automatically. cUstr.ibuted in. accordance with the 
.method,and apparatus ojfthe ; present invention. As is 
illustrated,, the process b^g^n^at^block ^a and there- 
rafter passes to block 5Q. w'bfcti depicts the creation of 
r an invention discio^u^ preferred 
embodiment, trie user is prompted Yprpersonal infor- 
. matiqn about each inventorrcriticai^ates information 
Jl about.sbtutory/bar,dates^.gndTnYo/m about the 
( problern solved and the solution. Next, block 52 gives 
. the. user trie opportunity to revise the invention dis- 
closure document, if such 1 revision is necessary. Block 
54 depicts a determination of whether or not co-in ven- 
dor review is required and if so, the process passes to 
block 56, which jljustrates'the.autqmafic transmission 
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of copies of the invention -disclosure document to 
each listed co-inventor. Next, the process returns to 
biock 52 to illustrate the review and revision of the 
invention disclosure document based upon input from 
one or more co-inventors.- ; v 

. If; as a result of *the:< determination illustrated in - ; 
block 54, no additional co-inventor review is required, ■ 
or- all co-inventors- have -reviewed the invention dis- 
closure document, then the process passes to block 
58 which depicts'' the .creation of a document pro- 
file/functional area identification-. For purposes of this 
disclosure, the term "document profile" shall mean a 
collection of data which includes an identification of a 
functional area associated, with: :an relectronic docu- 
ment such* as an c invention .disclosure 5 vdocument. ^ 
Those skilled in the art will- appreciate thatthe creation 
of this profile may'be ^accomplished coincident with , 
the creation of the invention disclosure by providing a ; 
form document which includes one or more data entry 
blanks which permit the creator of the document to - 
identify the document by subject matter, author and f - 
functional area. Alternatively, as discussed herein, 
the creator of an invention disclosure: document may » 
be presented with a menu screenwhich lists multiple 
functional" areas from which the .document creator 
may select an appropriate listing. Similarly, a func- 
tional area 'identification may be automatically assig- .» 
ned in ' response to an examination, of personal 
information inputted for each inventor, such as depart- -• 
nient number, division, building, 'et cetera; by correlat- 
ing the employee's division *or department with a , 
functional area identification. , • .* : "i 

Next, block 60 illustrates a "determination of i 
whether or not it is desired to create a hard copy of the 
invention disclosure document. If soothe process pas- 
ses to block 62' which depicts the printing of a hard 
copy of the invention disclosure document. At this ; 
point, block 64 depicts the determination :of whether 
or not the invention disclosure document is now in^ 
final form and ready to be submitted *to an evaluation 
facility by the performance of an automated error 
check to determine if all required data for a complete^ 
invention disclosure document has been entered. A ; 
date/time stamp is also automatically assigned to 
each invention disclosure document to assist in the 
management' and corroboration of such documents. 
Thereafter, block 66 illustrates the transmission of the . 
invention disclosure document to an> evaluation fa- 
cility and the process- terminates, as 1 depicted in block 
'68. ■ : " "i * -> 

While mertiethotf and apparatus of the present 
invention will find application in the automated dis- 
tribution of any ' electronic document, the illustrated 
example discloses the distribution of invention dis- 
closure documents. Accordingly; 4he ; revised inven- 
tion disclosure document - and -its associated, 
profile/functional area identification information will 
thereafter be transmitted to an intellectual property 
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law- facility for further processing. 

- - : .« In alternate embodiments of the present invention 
t wherein the electronic document to be distributed is a 

suggestion, .the preceding description is also applic- 
able; however, the term "inventor" should be replaced 
by "suggestor." Further processing of a suggestion 
will be-done by a suggestion evaluation facility, rather 
than an intellectual property law facility as described 
herein,. * y 

Referring again to Figure 1, it should be apparent 
•to those skilled in the art that an evaluation facility for 

. such documents may be located at any point within 
data processing network 8, Often a centralized evalu- 
ation facility is . utilized for such documents; however, 
many large. corporate ; entities utilize a decentralized 
evaluation facility wherein all invention disclosure 
documents; .from , a particular geographic area are 
routed to appeal, evaluation facility. 

. ... With reference now to Figure 3, there is illustrated 
, a? high level flow chart which depicts the automatic dis- 
tribution of. an .electronic invention disclosure docu- 
ment for evaluation and corroboration, in accordance 
with the methodt and apparatus of ( the present inven- 

• tion. As is depictecjy this process begins at block 70 
and. thereafter passes to. block 72 which illustrates a 
determination of whether or, not an invention disclos- 
ure ; document has_bee the evaluation fa- 
•cility.iif -.npVthe process merely iterates until such time 
as this event occurs. After receiving, an invention dis- 

; .closure^document at the evaluation facility, block 74 
depicts, the determination of whether or not the docu- 

L ment;received is a . valid invention disclosure docu- 
ment. ■That is tt whether or not the invention disclosure 

. documentjjs ;prganized- in the desired format and 
includes all required information, If- the document 

- reeeiv«d3is,not t v ) alid f -an error message is generated, 
, as:illustrated\ in block 7.6, and the process returns to 
; block 72 to await the receipt of a subsequent invention 
xdisclosure document.- Next biock .78 depicts the auto- 
matic assigning of a . unique identifier, such as a dis- 
closure number, to.be associated thereafter with the 

i invention disclosure document, In the preferred 
embodiment, the disclosure number includes an indi- 
cation of the year the disclosure was received and a 
four digit number beginning^ gt "0001" and sequen- 

- tially incrementing - each time a, new disclosure is 
received. 

3 ^ At this point, block 80 illustrates the identification 
of , the? functional area for the invention disclosure 
■■ document from,. the profile information contained with 
. thedocument^nd the automatic assignment of a cog- 
nizant attorney. Thereafter, block 82 illustrates the 
automatic distribution of the .invention disclosure 
* . document tp the cognizant attorney and one or more 
: preselected eyakjators, determined in accordance 
. with the functional. area information contained within 
the document profile which was developed as discus- 
sed herein. This., is accomplished by automatically 
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creating a distribution Ifet of appropriate evaluators, > ■ ...'automatically selected in accordance with the method 
aidng with correspnohding" r electronic addresses, in •:. • . .rand apparatus of the present invention.* 

-response to the aforementioned functional -area infor- *- ':• . r. ■ . Sections .1 14 permit the user to enter a title of the 
maiion. In this manner, an invention 'disclosure docu- ' invention dlsctosed.in this document and a short sum- 
ment may be efficienffy and automatically distributed 5 mary of the problem whichis solved. by the.invention. 
to a plurality of evaluators for a determination as to the "-.•-Next, in accordance with an- important feature of the 
eventual status of the'invention disclosuredocument. ^ : ^ ." present invention, block 1.16 ^permits the, entry of a 
Block 84 then illustrates theautomatic distribution - . functional code. As will be disclosed herein,* this func- 
of a copy of the invention disclosure document to a > -tional.code entry may be input. by the user or may be 
disaster recovery -site. In thisimanner, should a fire, ; % --io rf . automatically selected -from information*- which, is 
earthquake, flood, or other disaster befall the facility 0 r 4 . ^available or input- with, regard to the inventors listed 
which has been utilized to store ah invention disclose •': .*» " :t .-under column 94...,., ■ -r^: ... 
ure document; a copy 'bffriat document may be ret- i:- Finally ^section 118 of ^Qomputer.: screen 92 per- 

rieved from a designated disaster recovery site. ; rmtts- 1 the ; i user. to. enter.. various: items of information 

Next, block 66 depicts the-pririting Of a hardcopy r^5.; which:are useful in processing.an invention. disclosure 
of the invention disclosure document for use in papers .r -■- document.; Fof: : example, -whether or not nh ere has 

: files and the automatic creation of a status file to be "i been a ^public; demonstration or use,- whether the 

associated with the-uniqiieiy- identified invention dis-'^ - ^ invention* has :been disclosed. outside the company, 

'closure document. This statusftle may be utilized to . : .arrd whether or^not. the invention is utili.zed.sn a current 
provide al rriethod for determining the status of an j . W.- manufacturing process. ■ .•. >, .-. 

invention disclosure documeritat-any given time. For: - Referring now to Figure 48, there is-depicted a 

example; the : §tatus file will typically contain the date. \\~:^.. ..-computers-screen 100; which includes line 102 which 
upibn^whfctrafr invention disclosure' document was .• '- r > ; v-v prompts the computer user to select : .one : functional 
distributed forevaluatidri; the dates'eabh- evaluator -*<. ;are£ for .each -.inventor listed on, an invention discios- 

returrted a response ah'dan^dat^s whfch mustbe met '-. 125 < m re document. Below line 402 are.columps 104 and 
to preserVe patentability.* : ■ -e-isniw >: ;.r,..: 't08 which list a two digit code w.hich -may, be utilized 

' ThereafterV^bfocIc' 88" illustrates the automatic -;>*.<-y& sw-to identify a- particular. functional area. Columns 106 
transmission '■' bf" an^'acknbWIfeclgerrient?-' letter. Ack- ' >-* , and ^Ml:0 list* .a ^description which is associated with 
nowledgement' letters are typically serit to the inven- ' v -v.o each two digit codelisted within columns . 104 and 108. 
tors of eabh fnventioh disclosure document and their ^ -.sao-c Finally, line 112 prompts the computer-user to select 
management indicating th'at me^bcurhe'nt has been - trre.code;00 if none of the-fy notional .area descriptions 
received at the evaluation' fabHity and that the docu- is appro, ;ate. , . . . - : *"• <•, 

ment has been distributed for eval^atior^/Thereafter, c r-^ ^..^-'-.Upon. reference to the foregoing those skilled in 
this process terminates, as^illu^trat?ed "in block 90. e.SM? <:;^the; art will appreciate. that it is a simpla ; manner to 
Referring now to Figures 4A arid >4S, there are-' :35^~ prompt a computer user during the creation of an 
depicted "pictorial representations of two computer -.?r invention disclosure document by the utilization of a 
screens which*"may r be"utilized tbprompt a computer- \* : * computer screen such as the screen depicted at refer- 
user to create invention didclbsure document and \- ; v >'ence.; numeral 100.= - By automatically providing a 
to selecta fuhcti6'rtBf ! area identification in accordance'. / ■ ■:• prompting screen, such as -the screen .depicted, the 
with the'nYethbd and-apparatus of one embodiment of ^ 40^' creator of an invention disclosure-document is urged 
the present : inventionYAs depicted in Figure 4A t com- - .-.-vusto* select a functional area identification which may 
puter screen 92 Includes a' column 94 which prompta-?'. *then be utilized to automatically distribute the inven- 
the computer user to enter the 3 full names of all invent >tion disclosure documentrin^ accordance with the 

fbrs for a ^particular rhventibn disclosure document. . .•- ^ ■ .method described herein. - 

Column's 1 96 permit the user* to enter each inventor's - 1 '4S> ± Finally, with reference to Figure 5, there-is depic- 
emplbyee serial ni/mber, division/department num- m ted .a high level flow chart which illustrate^ the auto- 
ber, building number, location and telephone number.- \ t- matic determination of a functional area id;entification 
This information may be utilized; as will be explained . - v . in/ accordanee with ( an alternate embodiment of the 
in greater detail herein 1 , ^automatically determine a % ^ , method and apparatus -of the present invention. As 
functionar area to be associated with the invention dis- so depicted, the process begins at block 12Q and there- 
closure document in another embodiment of the prer, ..- .; * -after-passes to block 122. which illustrates a determi- 
sent invention. ' > -nation. of whether or notra, "disclosure document has 

C6lumn v 98 is for'Cfee-'by the evaluation facility, in.'-.- - ~ '.• been; created.. If not, the process merely iterates until 
the case of thedepicfed^embodiment/a patent or intel- - * * .ysuch.time as:a disclosure document is created. 
lectual s pr6p^rtyiav/bpefation. Column 98 permits the* c "55 .:-■}. . -* Upon a determination that a disclosure document 
evaluation facility to^assign- a '"Unique disclosure nurrtf-; ^*>- has been created, as. iJ lustra ted in block 122, block 
: ber, a cognizant patent attorney, and id-enter infor- 124 depicts the identification of the-creator of the dis- 

mation regarding the evaluator or evaluators who are f ^closure document.. This may be accomplished simply 
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and easily by requiring the creator .of an invention dis- 
closure document to enter his or her name and 
employee number in appropriate blanks in the docu- 
ment's it is created. Next/ block 126 illustrates the 
accessing of the employee files for a determination of* 
department/division data fdr the creator of the disclos- 
ure document. Of course, those skilled in the art will 
'appreciate-that in various corporate entities, the terms 
"department" and "division" may not be utilized and * 
'substitute terms may be appropriate. In either event 
the method and apparatus of the present invention- 
presumes that a computer based employee file is , 
available for the organization in question and that indi- 
viduals within the organization are^sorted within thoser 
files in accordance^ with functional areas. J 
* ^Nlext, block 128 illustrates the assigning of a func- - 
tional area identification; for an invention disclosure 
document in accordance with the department/division 
data obtained from employee files. In cases where 
more than one co- inventor are listed as the creators r 
of an invention disclosure document it is a simple 
matter to program the function of block 128 to access 
a preselected deadlock mechanism to resolve the 
assignment of a functional area identification when 
different departments arid/or divisions are involved. ;.: 
For example, in cases of multiple creators of an inven- 
tion disclosure^docurnent the functional area identify : 
cation may be derived from an analysis of where most 
of the creators'are "employed within the organization. -i 
Alternatively, the document itself may list creators in 
a hierarchical fashion ;and the functional 'area identifi- 
cation may be that area associated with the first listed 
creator. Finally, this process terminates, as illustrated 
in block 130. : 

Upon reference to the foregoing those skilled in 
the art will appreciate thatthe Applicants in the pre- 
sent application have provided a method and 
apparatus whereby an electronic document, such as 
an in vention disclosure document or suggestion, may 
have automatically assigned to 'it' a functional area: 
identification which may be subsequently utilized to. 
automatically distribute that document to a preselec- 
ted distribution list of evaluators or computer users. In- 
this manner, the evaluation or distribution of an elec- 
tronic document may be efficiently carried out without 
the necessity of human intervention. 

While the invention has been particularly shown 
and described with reference to a preferred embodi- 
ment, it will be understood by those skilled in the art 
that various changes in form and detail may b& made 
therein without departing from the spirit and scope of 
the invention. 



Claims 

1. A method in a data processing system having a 
plurality of users enrolled therein for the auto- 



mated-distribution of an electronic document, 
said method comprising the steps of: 

identifying at least one document within 
fj z m said data processing system; ' 
tf 5 creating a document profile associated 

with said at least one document,. said document 
profile including a characterization of said at least 
one document; and 
. - - automatically transmitting said at least one 

w document to a preselected group of said plurality 

of users enrolled in said data processing system 
, in response to the content of said document pro- 

. file. ^ . 

-ms,., 2. -The method in a data processing system having 
a plurality pf users enrolled therein for the auto- 
mated distribution of an electronic document 
according to Claim 1 , further including the step of 
. storing said document profile ^.association with 
20. -, t i said.at least one, document. 

■ 3. The method in a .data processing system having 
a plurality of users, en rolled, therein for the auto- 
, : i ; i -mated distribution of an electronic document 
. 25 . .according to Claim Vwherein said step of creat- 
ing a document profile associated with said at 
u - , least t one document comprises the step of iden- 
• 3 ; r Pitying, a functional area associated with said at 
least one document. 

4. -...Jhe.nie.thpd, in a data processing system having 
a plurality of users enrolled therein for the auto- 
; ... ;- r K f mated .djstribution of an electronic document 
v. r z aGcording.to Claim 3, wherein said step of iden- 
•>.-;35 i: - tifyJng afunctional area associated with said at 
f - . ;;rleastc one ^.docurqent. comprises the step of 
-j - r prompting a creator of a document to select one 
of a preselected plurality of functional areas to be 
- new ^associated with. said at .least one document. 

■ 5." A system for automatically distributing a docu- 
. ^.ment stored within a data processing system to a 
, : v plurality of users enrolled therein, said system 

- comprising: 
: v.. o' means for identifying a document stored 
( v- ■•. within said data processing, system; 

r means for determining a functional area 
associated with said document; 

means for automatically creating a dis- 
50 t tribution list of users enrolled within said data pro- 
... cessing system \n response to a determination of 
said .functional area associated with said docu- 
v - ment; and. , -< . > , e ... 

means for automatically distributing said 

55 - i ... - document!© said distribution list. 

■* - t 

r. 6. The system .for automatically distributing a docu- 
: ..ment stored within a data processing system to a 
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plurality of users enrolled therein according to 
Claim 5, wherein said document includes a docu- 
ment profile associated therewith listing a func- 
tional area for said document arid wherein said : 
means for determining' said functional area 
associated with said document comprises means 
for accessing said document profile. 

7. - The sysitem for automatically distributing a docu- 
ment stored within a data processing system to a 
plurality of users enrolled therein according to 
Claim 5, wherein said means for automatically- 
distributing said document to said distribution list 
. comprises a distributed data processing system^ 
and' means for electronically distributing -said 
document to said distribution list-of users via said 
' ; distributed data processing system. 

8 5 . A method' in "a data processing system having a* 
plurality of users enrolled therein for the automa- 
tic distribution of invention disclosure documents 
V stored witWih said data processing system, said 
' method ^comprising' the steps oh' ; 

: o idehtifying^at^east one invention disclos- 
" ure dooumemt within said data processing sys- 
• teYn; ,: -'- v r '" : ' - v "'"' ; a 

■ creating art inventioh'disrdlosure document 
* profile'assbciated witfisaid at lii'ast one invention 
disclosure document* satd invention disclosure 
document profile including a characterization of 
said at lea'st'offe Invention disdosu re document; 
and : '' : ' [ - '■' : ' . 

*autornaticiallyiirah9mittrrig - said at least one> 
invention disclosure docurrieW to a preselected 
group' of said plurality ^of 'u^ers- enrolled in said 
da* ta processing system- in response to the con- tV 
tent of said invention disclosure' document profile: 

9. The method irva data processing system having - 
a plurality of users enrolled therein for the-auto^ 
rhatic distribution of invention disclosure docu^ 

' ments 'std'red within said data processing system 
according to Claim 8, wherein said step of creat- 
ing an invention disclosure profile associated with- 
said at least one invention disclosure document 
compris'es the s^ep df identifying a functional area 
' associated with said it least one invention dis-^ 
closure document ! ' : - 

10. The method iri a'daia' processing system having 
a plurality- of users enrolled 'therein for the auto* 

' matic distribution of invention- disclosure docu- 
ments stored within said data processing system 
accofdfngtb'Clairh 9, wherein said step of iden- 
tifying 1 a- functional area associated with said at 
least one invention disclosure document com- 
prises the step of prompting a creator of said at 
least one invention disclosure document to select 
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one ? of a predetermined, list of functional areas 

.The method dn;a data processing system having 
a' plurality, of users enrolled therein for r the auto- 
rmatic* distribution of invention disclosure docu- 
ments stored/within said data processing system 
according to 0aim-,9/*wherein said step of iden- 
tifying a functional area -assodatedcwith said at 
rleast one* invention disclosure document com- 
' prises i the step- of ^automatically determining a 
. functional area associated with a creator of said 
•'atleast one. invention disclosure -dpcument. 

■ oi .1 .:• to ; -\ .i.^--- 

^A*:rnethod tn.a-data. processing system having a 
-plurality of users, en rolled therein Tor the automa- 

tjcr.cdistrlbutiQniof '(Suggestion documents stored 
*> within'' said data processing sv stem, . said method 
: cornp ris i ng.t h e s te ps , of : ; 1 - - 

identifying at- least one suggestion docu- 
. ment wifchin said: data processing system; 

.-. ..creating- a suggestion document profile 

associated ; :Wfith -said at least one suggestion 

document including a .characterization of said at 
! least one suggestion document; and. • 

... ; - automatically transmitting said at least one 
^ suggestion document to a preselected group of 

said:plurality of 'users enrolled in said data pro- 
.■ eessing system in response to the content of said 

suggestion-document profile. 

.•:T/be.method in a data= processing, system having 
ia plurality ; of user;i .^rolled therein for the auto- 
matic ; distribution :, of suggestion documents 
stored within said data ; ; processing system 
r'according^Q CIaim 12, wherein said step of creat- 
nmq a suggestion document profile associated 
with said at least-one suggestion document com- 
prises the step of identifying a functional area 
; associated with .said-.^a^ least, one suggestion 
document. 
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